THE SEVEN POWER CONFERENCE
when welcoming the delegates to London. It was persuasive,
conciliatory, hortative, and platitudinous. Then he called on
Dr. Bruning, the head of the German delegation, to put the
case for Germany to the Conference. The German Chancellor
was a tall, handsome man, with typically Teutonic features.
His brow indicated scholarship and culture, his eyes intelli-
gence and good humour, and his chin firmness and resolu-
tion. There was the air about him of good-natured friendliness
that drew his hearers to sympathetic attention. His speech
was an earnest and eloquent appeal on behalf of his country.
He gave a short and comprehensive survey of the position of
Germany. He put his case with an impressive moderation
and a convincing sincerity.
As is the custom when diplomatists have to make important
statements at international conferences, he spoke in his
mother tongue, although he has a remarkable knowledge
of English. Dr. Briining's powerful appeal lost nothing in
the translation, for the interpreter was not only competent but
brilliant, and put life and dramatic force into the English
version. A very depressing story Dr. Bruning had to tell.
Surely never before at an international conference was such a
tragic story of misfortune and despair told by any European
nation. The feeling after the German advocate had sat down
was evidently that no more need be said* The case had been
proved. Every nation but one believed that. It seemed that
all that remained was to find the best way of helping Germany.
The next speaker was Mr. Stimson, the United States
Secretary of State. He sat on the extreme right of the Chair-
man. He was end man at that side, and his vis-A-vis across the
room was the Japanese representative. Mr. Mellon, an old,
benevolent, white-haired gentleman, sat by Mr. Stimson's side.
He did not speak a word during the Conference, but just sat
quietly looking on, and his colleague would now and then
murmur a word in his ear.
Mr. Stimson's speech was a complete acceptance of the
German case and a generous offer to help. * We won't let
Germany down/ he said in effect. Speaking with full authority
for the United States, he declared that he could guarantee
that they would not withdraw any short-term credits from
Germany. Dr. Bruning looked his gratitude. Then came the
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